
What’s involved in sterilising  
your pet?
Sterilisation is the process of a qualified vet removing an 
animal’s reproductive organs to prevent breeding.

For male cats and dogs, vets make a small cut on or near 
the scrotum, gently squeeze the testicles, and remove them. 
This process is commonly called castration or neutering.

For female cats and dogs, vets make a fine incision along 
the animal’s abdomen and remove their uterus and ovaries. 
This process is commonly referred to as spaying.
Your vet will provide you with instructions to follow to 
prepare your pet for the procedure. They will also give you 
advice about caring for your pet after the surgery.

For more information about  
RSPCA WA’s Pet Sterilisation Program,  
or to register for assistance, please visit: 

rspcawa.org.au/sterilise

You’ll also find  
• a list of frequently asked questions 
• more details about the benefits of pet sterilisation 
• an interactive map to find a participating vet near you 
• our terms and conditions.

Please help reduce the number of unwanted, homeless  
and abandoned animals in our community. Be wise. Sterilise.

Pet Sterilisation Program

  rspcawa.org.au

GET FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
TO DE-SEX YOUR PETS.

RSPCA WA will pay up to 75%  
of the cost to sterilise your dog or cat. 

(Available to eligible concession card holders only)

APPLY NOW: rspcawa.org.au/steriliseRSPCA WA’s Pet Sterilisation Program is supported by  
grant funding through the Western Australian government

RSPCA WA ANIMAL  
CARE CENTRE

108 Malaga Drive,  
Malaga WA 6090

Follow us on socials:

/RSPCAWA
@rspca_wa
@rspcawa



How much does it cost to sterilise  
my pet?
The cost to sterilise your pet will vary, depending on the type 
of animal, their gender, age, and size, and any underlying 
medical issues they may have. You will need to discuss costs 
directly with participating vets.

RSPCA WA’s Pet Sterilisation Program will include the cost  
to microchip your pet if needed.

How does RSPCA’s Pet Sterilisation 
Program work?
RSPCA WA will pay up to 75% of the cost of sterilising  
your cat or dog. 
To qualify for support, you will need to provide:
• proof of your ID
• proof of a valid Health Care Card, WA Seniors Card or  
 Pensioner Card in your name
• proof of ownership of the pet. 

Getting financial support to desex your pet is easy.
1. Go to rspcawa.org.au/sterilise
2. Register for assistance   
3. Email us a copy of your ID, concession card and proof  
 of pet ownership. We’ll send you a unique code when  
 approved.
4. Find a participating vet near you and make a booking,  
 using your unique code. 
5. RSPCA WA will pay up to 75% of the cost and you pay  
 the difference direct to the vet.

RSPCA WA’s Pet Sterilisation Program is only available 
for dogs and cats, through vet clinics which have  
agreed to offer their services. 

Find a participating vet: rspcawa.org.au/find-a-vet.

Financial support is only available for standard sterilising 
procedures and microchipping. The Pet Sterilisation Program 
support does not cover additional costs that may be charged 
based on your pet, or pre- or post-operative medications or 
preparations. These will need to be paid by you directly to the vet. 

Pet sterilisation and the law
Did you know that in Western Australia, under the Cat Act 
2011, every cat MUST be sterilised by the time it’s six 
months old? By law, they must also be microchipped and 
registered with your local council.

Under new laws proposed in the Dog Amendment (Stop 
Puppy Farming) Bill 2021, all dogs will need to be sterilised 
by the age of two years, unless exempt.

Thousands of unwanted, homeless cats and dogs 
end up at shelters and pounds all over WA every 
year because owners don’t sterilise their pets. You 
can help prevent that happening. Be wise. Sterilise.

The benefits of pet sterilisation:

Reduce the number of 
unwanted and abandoned 

litters of kittens and puppies

Reduce the risk and  
incidence of some cancers  

in dogs and cats

Reduce unwanted  
behaviours like aggression

Reduce the desire for dogs  
and cats to roam, which  

means fewer strays

Reduce unwanted  
behaviours such as spraying

Registration fees for sterilised 
pets are cheaper in most local 

government areas

Sterilised pets are generally happier and healthier

Cats can start to breed as young as four months 
old! Two cats and their offspring could have  
more than 20 kittens per year! That’s in  
excess of 1000 kittens in five years!


