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Minutes of Shire of Murray Special Council Meeting held at the Murray Shire Council, 1915 Pinjarra 
Road, Pinjarra on Thursday, 13 April 2023  

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING/ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

The Presiding Member, Cr D Bolt declared the meeting open the time being 4.00pm. 

2 ATTENDANCES/APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

PRESENT 
Cr David Bolt (President), Cr Douglas McLarty (Deputy President), Cr Geoff Black, Cr Stuart 
Kirkham, Cr Steve Lee, Cr Ange Rogers, Cr David Pike, Cr Stewart Carter 

IN ATTENDANCE 
Dean Unsworth (Chief Executive Officer), Alan Smith (Director Infrastructure Services), Tracie 
Unsworth (Director Corporate Services), Belinda Brown (Minute Taker) 

APOLOGIES 
Leanne McGuirk (Director Place, Community and Economic Development) 

Rod Peake (Director Planning and Sustainability) 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE  
Nil. 
There were 3 (Three) members of staff in attendance at this time. 

3 PURPOSE OF MEETING 

To consider a proposal to lease the café at the Food Innovation Precinct WA. 

4 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

In accordance with Section 7(4)(b) of the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996; a 
Council at a Special Meeting is not required to answer a question that does not relate to the purpose 
of the meeting.  It is therefore requested that only questions that relate to items on the agenda be 
asked. 
Nil. 
5 PETITIONS AND APPROVED DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

6 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS (BY 
PRESIDING MEMBER) 

Nil. 
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REPORTS OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER AND OFFICERS 

7 MEETING CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC (CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS) 

Recommendation/Council Decision   SCM23/007 
Moved: Cr D McLarty 
Seconded: Cr D Pike 
That Council proceeds behind closed doors the time being 4.01pm as per Section 5.23(2)(c) 
of the Local Government Act 1995 for the purpose of considering the following confidential 
item 7.1 Food Innovation Precinct – Lease of Café Space. 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 5.23(2) - c and e(iii) of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open 
meeting would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with a contract 
entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local government and which relates to a 
matter to be discussed at the meeting and a matter that if disclosed, would reveal 
information about the business, professional, commercial or financial affairs of a person, 
where the information is held by, or is about, a person other than the local government. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 8:0 

Recommendation/Council Decision   SCM23/008 
Moved: Cr S Lee 
Seconded: Cr A Rogers 

7.1      Food Innovation Precinct - Lease of Cafe Space 
Recommendation 
That Council: 
1. Accepts, pursuant to section 3.58(4)(c)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1995, the

market rental valuation of $150 per square metre per annum (ex GST) provided by
Acumentis for the Innovation Centre in Lot 38 Dollyup Street, Stake Hill dated 20 July
2021 as being a true indication of the annual rental value at the commencement of the
tenure arrangements proposed in this report, as provided in Appendix 1;

2. Supports the Chief Executive Officer publishing via local public notice for a period of
not less than 14 days advising that the Shire of Murray proposes to dispose of, by way
of lease, a 41m2 portion of Lot 38 Dollyup Street Stake Hill to Groundswell Drive Thru
Pty Ltd (ABN: 93 630 430 830) for a period of five years at a rental of $110 (ex GST) per
square metre with a 5-year rental option being available, with the rent during the option
term being based on a market rental valuation by a licenced property valuer;

3. Delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer to do the following if there are no
submissions in response to the local public notice period –
a. Enter into a lease with Groundswell Drive Thru Pty Ltd on the above terms and

conditions to dispose of a portion of the abovementioned property; and
b. Negotiating and determining the broad general terms and obligations to apply

which are not inconsistent with the above terms and conditions;
4. Authorises the Shire President and Chief Executive Officer to execute a lease

document drafted pursuant to part 3 of this resolution with Groundswell Drive Thru Pty
Ltd.
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5. Requests a further report to Council should submissions be received during the local
public notice period.

Recommendation/Council Decision SCM23/009 

Moved: Cr D Mclarty 
Seconded: Cr A Rogers 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 8:0 

That Council proceeds with open doors the time being 4.03pm. 

8 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 8:0 

There being no further business the Presiding Member declared the meeting closed the time 
being 4.03pm. 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 27 April 2023. 
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